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Press Release 
Tasmanian Aboriginal Warriors and Soldiers 

 
“Tasmanian Aboriginal Warriors and Soldiers stand prominent in our history. The Anzac 
Century refers to a 100 years since the declaration of the First World War in Europe in July 
1914. Australia celebrates that war in its veneration of the ANZACS who were slaughtered 
landing on the beaches of the Gallipoli Peninsula in Turkey.  Over 60,000 Australians were 
killed in that war”, said State Secretary Trudy Maluga. 
 
“Many of our Aboriginal Soldiers were killed in World War One, and in other wars that 
Australia entered into including the Boer War, the Crimean War, the Korean War, and the 
Second World War that included the now famous Kokoda Trail in New Guinea and other 
fighting arenas like Borneo and Singapore.  More recent are the wars that America rather 
than England brought Australia into notably the Vietnam War and wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq” said Miss Maluga. 
 
“Australians know a lot about those wars but there is little talk or formal recognition about the 
wars that occurred between Aborigines and the colonial occupiers in Tasmania a thirty year 
war was fought, A Black and White War.  Many of our ancestors were massacred, women 
raped, lands and children stolen, and a people, a lifestyle that has survived against all the 
odds for thousands of years was forever changed”, said Miss Maluga. 
 
“There is no memorial in Tasmania that acknowledges that our ancestors did not willingly 
give up their lives and lands.  They were warriors who fought every step of the way to protect 
themselves to protect, to protect their families.  We need to know and to honour our warrior’s 
heroes and those who ensured the survival of our people.  Women such as Walyer and 
Trukanni, Tanganutura and Wathikawitja (Wottecowwidyer).  Men such as Wurati, 
Manalakina, Nikamink and Piway (peewhy) (Woomady,Manalargenna, Nicemenic and 
Peevay).  All Tasmanians need to know who these people for they are our fallen heroes.  
Heroes that are a part our Tasmanian and our War history.  We hope that in the near future 
the state Government will give our fallen Heroes acknowledgement and recognition they so 
deserve”, said Miss Maluga. 
 
“During the First and Second World Wars our small community had men and women who 
served.  Those mainly young men with surnames of Beeton, Brown, Burgess, Everett, 
Mansell and Maynard come largely from Cape Barren Island and Flinders Island.  Millers and 
Smiths mostly from Nicholls Rivulet and Gowers, Johnsons and Hearps mainly from the 
North West Coast. We thank and acknowledge those men and women for their bravery and 
effort”, said Miss Maluga   
 
Lest We Forget.  
Trudy Maluga  
State Secretary 
 


