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Press Release

Further delay to Aboriginal Relics Act amendments

The Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre is angry and disappointed that the State Government has further delayed the
proposed changes to the Aboriginal Relics Act 1975. The State Government are claiming they need to carry out more
consultation on the matter.

“We have been lobbying the State Government for years to provide better protection to our heritage by making
amendments to the Relics Act — but we have largely been ignored” said TAC spokesperson, Adam Thompson.

“Earlier this year, some highly significant Aboriginal rock art was vandalised in the Tasmanian highlands and the incident
was highly publicised. The State Government then announced that they would amend the Relics Act. That was over 6
months ago”, said Mr Thompson.

“The TAC agreed that the State Government’s proposed amendments would not be sufficient for the long term but
would be helpful in the short term — if they were to be made quickly”

“Now we are hearing that there will be further delays in the process and that the State Government needs more time to
consult. Who exactly are they consulting with? We have made the State Government aware of our position and the
failings of the Relics Act are already widely known”, said Mr Thompson.

“If the State Government was serious about the protection of Aboriginal heritage, it would have acted sooner on this
matter. We are concerned that this government is far more concerned with the impacts Aboriginal heritage protection
have on development. This government’s insistence on opening up 4WD tracks in the Arthur Pieman — knowing the
threat these activities have to Aboriginal heritage, shows that they put little value on Aboriginal heritage”, said Mr
Thompson.

“The penalties for damaging Aboriginal heritage are low. Lower than the penalties for damaging European heritage.
There is also a provision in the Relics Acts that allows for ignorance to be used as a defence, making it very difficult to
prosecute anybody. There is barely any deterrent to prevent people from damaging heritage — and that includes the
agricultural and forestry industries”.

“Go fishing out of season or without a licence and Inland fisheries can take your boat and car for not complying with
their laws. Damage ancient, irreplaceable Aboriginal heritage and you get a slap on the wrist - and that’s only if you can
actually be prosecuted. Things have to change quickly”, said Mr Thompson.

“We call on the State Government to quit stalling and make amending the Relics Act a priority”.
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