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Mother Language Meme Challenge 

 
Dear Language Centre Colleagues, 

International Mother Language Day (IMLD) is right around the corner (February 21)! This annual 

global event was founded to promote and celebrate linguistic and cultural diversity around the 

world, with a special emphasis on Indigenous, minority, heritage, and endangered languages. 

The internet provides a unique space for the revitalization of these languages and has proven to 

especially attract the attention and curiosity of youth to discover more about their mother language. 

Because of this potential, we have decided once again to join with language activists and 

organisations around the world in organising a social media to celebrate IMLD. For the past two 

years, a “Tweet in Your Mother Language” campaign attracted a variety of messages on Twitter 

promoting the importance of language promotion. 
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This year, the international organisers have 

suggested a “Mother Language Meme 

Challenge,” as a new and fun way to 

encourage the participation of even more 

people. By creating a meme using easy-to-

use online tools, we think this has the 

potential to raise awareness about the value 

of a multilingual internet. 

This is where we would like your help. 

Language Centres are invited to become a 

“Partner” for this challenge. We feel that 

this would be a great way for your 

community to join this Challenge as part of 

the broader movement towards encouraging 

cultural and linguistic diversity in 

cyberspace. 

As “Partner” we ask that you share this 

Challenge with your networks through blog 

posts, social media messages, newsletters or 

personal outreach to community members that may wish to take part. 

In addition to promoting the Challenge, we would also like Partners help with:  

* Recommending individuals that may wish to take part as “Ambassadors.” These are 

activists/advocates working to promote their mother language and who may wish to record a video 

invitation for others to participate.  

* Retweeting, sharing, or liking others’ memes during the month prior to IMLD17, and 

culminating on Feb. 21. You will find some of these memes at the hashtag #MemeML on various 

social media platforms  

* Communicating with local media asking them to provide coverage of the activity.  

* Identifying individuals that may wish to translate part or all of the website into their language. 

For more information, please see the Mother Language Meme Challenge website:  

https://mememotherlanguage.wordpress.com/ 

We hope that you can join us for what will be a fun and diverse activity. For those that wish to join 

as a Partner, please fill out the following form where you can upload your logo, contact info and 

social media accounts: http://bit.ly/MemeMLpartners. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask. 



 

Thanks! 

Eddie Avila  

Rising Voices 

and 

Faith Baisden  

First Languages Australia 

 

 

Images to get you started 

To help get the ball rolling we have compiled some images that will be relevant to some regions. 

You can copy them from this dropbox link. 

We encourage you to credit the photographer or use your own photographs. 

If you have images that you would like to add to the shared collection please send us low res 

copies and we will add them to the dropbox with your details for credit. 
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